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General Kuroki Speaks No English,
General Kuroki is sixty-four years of
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s e is a here o } 3 =
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JAMES B. REYNOLDS,
Who, After Investigating at the Request of the President, Has Made Forma®

Recommendations for Change in District Government.

Chaﬁges Are Opposed
By Prominent Citizens
As Being Unnecessary
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They attack most of the recommendations of Mr. Reynolds on the
ground that the changes he recommends are not necessary.
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By ROBER: N. HARPER. By JAMES F. OYSTER.
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I will say that I do not 1 overnment would be satisfactory,
would be In favor of a preposition : K.
this time to change our present form S e e i
of government for the District of Co-; A% 0T The recommendation that the
lumbia. mayors of other cities be brought here
Some slight changes might be made|to act as our governors, I consider it
which w|r\u1d tl\wlU{‘ banvn‘r to t!.v]:-mu‘v absurd. We have as good people here
community, u lie only one NOW | o« there are anvwhere Pl S
feel disposed to advocate and one which, | ° th ire anywhere in the-tountry,

1 believe, would be of unquestioned ad- | aPd we want to be governed by our own

vantage to the people and make more | people.

acceptable our present form of gov-| The citizens' committee of 100 recom-

ernment to those who are not particu-| mended »v Mr. Revnolds >

larly favorable to it, would be one Or| .. o s e sroyR '1',' is unneces-
- Congress from | 5ary. The Chamber of Commerce, re-
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District H ad:(f}overnor
From 1871 Up to 1874

James B. Reynolds’ reccommendation |
that the District of Columbia be ruled
by a governor who shall receive a salary
of $10,000 a year recalls the fact that the
District was ruled by a governor from
1871 to 1874, who served at a salary of
$3,000 per year,

There have been several forms of gov-
ernment jn Washington,

Under the first form, the affairs of the
city of Washington were managed by
three Commissioners appoinied by the
President under the act of July 18 1790,
which provided for the location of the
seat of government,

On July 1, 1802, these three commis-
sioners were abolished and the office
was established of superinterdent, ap-
pointed by the President, to succeed to

all their powers and duties.
| of superintendent was in tyrn abolished
on March 3, 1817, and a commissioner to
| superintend public buildings appointed
in his stead. This office in turn was
abolished and the duties transferred to
the Chief of Engineers, United States
army, March 2, 1867. The duties
transferred to Chief of Engineers

s0

the

public buildings and grounds in the city
of Washington, as at present.

The first municipal government was
the charter granted to the city of Wash-
ington May 3, 1802, which provided for a
Mayor and City Council. This form of
government substantially continued unti]
February 21, 1871,

This office |

relate to the supervision of the natjonal |

Advisory Committee of One Hundred Citi-
zens, and Council of Seven
Departmental Heads.

}Changes in District Gobernment
Recommended by Fames B. Reynolds

1. The extension of the Civil Service to cover all
minor offices in ‘the District of Columbia.
| 2. The creation of the office of governor ai a salary
| of perhaps $10,000 per annaim.
; 3. The creation of Departments of Health, Police
{ and Fire, Buildings and Public Works, Street Eng:.
)

neering, Charities, Corrections, and Housing and La- !
bor. These departments should be conducted by a com-
missioner at a salary of perhaps $5,000 per znnum.

4. A municipal council composed of the above
named commissioners should constitute a public assem-
“bly for the passage of ordinances regulating the af-
| fairs of the District.
| 5. A citizens’ committee of 100 to represent all gen-

| eral civic interests.
5 )
RESIDENT ROOSEVELT today made public the
special report on the affairs of the Distriet of Co-

lumbia made by James B. Reynolds, who was
delegated by executive order to do this work.
i

Mr. m
the District government, chief o

teynolds recommends many sweeping reforms in

f which is that the board
of three Commissioners be abolished and a governor be
placed in control.

Mr. Reynolds’ report is made under instructions from
the President, who wrote, ‘‘I request and authorize you to
act as advisor (or special commissioner) to me, to investi-
gate social conditions in the city of Washington and the
administration of the city government i I wish
your investigation to terminate in definite, practical ree-
ommendations to me, in reference to the city’s present
needs and’'most notable defects, measured by the highest
standards of good administration in this country and else-
where.”’ i

.

COMPLETE REPORT OF MR. REYNOLDS.

Mr. Reynolds’ report in full is as follows:

No satisfactory standard of efficieney in the administration of the

affairs of the District of Columbia can be secured until all minor officials

are selected on merit and the retention in office and promotion de-

n the quality of service rendered to the government. The
on th

Iu‘ntl .\'U‘"l}' O

Commissioners,

District ir own initiative, have secured the ex-

amination by the National Civil Service Commission of all applicants
for the Police and Fire Departments. Medical officers and experi

accountants are accepted enly
tion. The Cox

of the civil

after a thorough competitive examina-
iscioners have also annually appealed for the extension
service law to cover all minor employes of the Disirict, but
this request has not been

o

ranted by the Congress.

The growth of the city and the increase of the number of its em-
ployes gives each year added emphasis to the appeal of the District
Commissioners for a well-regulated civii service. The general argu-
ments in favor of the merit system are so well known, and have so
coften been approved by you, that I need not repeat them. I recommend
that legislation be secured which will place all minor District appoint-
ments under the National Civil Service Commission.

CITY’S ADMINISTRATION DEFECTIVE.

The present administration of the affairs of the District of Columbia
by three Commissioners has the advantage of the intimate associa-
tion and frequent conference of three executives of equal rank. But it
has the inevitable defects of divided responsibility, confusion of au-
thority, and of administration by a board instead of by a single re-
sponsible exz2eutive. While in certain respects the District has the gov-
ernment of a territory, it is, in fact, a large city, and its administra-
tion should conform to the methods adopted in other large cities of
this country. After careful consideration of the subject and conference
with many citizens of the District, and of other cities, I recommend a
serious consideration of the substitution of a single chief executive for
the present Board of Commissioners. For this cfficial th title of gov-
ernor has been suggested, as he would be governor of the District of
Columbia, as well as mayor of the city of Washington, the duties of
both offices now devolvipg upen the three District Commissioners. He
should receive compensation in proportion to the importance of the of-
fice and the arduous duties which it would impose.

1 also recommend that eligibility for the office of governor be ex-
tended. Of the present District Commissioners “two must have been
actual residents of the District for three years next before their ap-
pointmeni, and have during that period claimed residence nowhere
else.” The third is detailed from time to time from'the Engineer Corps
of the United States army by the President of the United States.
While residents of the District should naturaily have preference, I
believe the Pgresident should be free to consider the availability of
successful and experienced mayors in other cities of the country who
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